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people on the path of the traditional religion and destiny of
Italy.'
Apart from the points already mentioned, a few others should
be given attention in this plan for education. It is noteworthy
that only very vague hints were made about the relation between
family, religious, and State education, and only a few rhetorical
words were used to explain the content and ideals of education.
No mention was made of an imperialistic education, except for
military training. Although the function of the Party organiza-
tions was emphasized in connexion with the physical and political
preparation, no attempt was made to merge them and the schools
into one single educational organization. The anti-bourgeois
attitude of Bottai which had led him to his severe criticism of
Gentile's reform found very faint expression in the third article;
it was laid dowrn that the education of everybody worthy of it, in
all grades, should be the fundamental principle guaranteed by a
State in which equality of opportunity is offered. The 'state
colleges* should become the most important educational institu-
tion in the country, if those who could not afford to choose a
higher education corresponding to their calling were to find in
them their cultural home. The ideas expressed in these seven
* declarations \ whether only hinted at or clearly developed, needed
for their realization a fundamentally new educational system, in
which totally new institutions would be set up, and the old ones
very largely altered; there would be little room for private schools,
since the 'scholastic service', like military service, was to have
a State character. The twenty-two * declarationsJ in the School
Charter dealt with this new system; it is among them that one
finds how far the revolution was conceived as practicable by the
heads of Fascism. It is too early to say what the application of
the principles brought about; but what is known of the actual life
of the 'new' schools in the last four years is enough to give some
idea how far they were put into practice.